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 (3) Any veterinarian who violates this rule shall be 
guilty of unprofessional conduct within the meaning  of this 
section. 
 
 (4) Veterinarians retiring from or otherwise 
discontinuing the practice of veterinary medicine s hall 
voluntarily surrender their Alabama State Controlle d Substance 
Registration Number immediately and shall notify th e Federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency of license status change, retire ment or 
discontinuance of practice for instructions regardi ng their 
federal DEA Registration. 
 
 (5) To protect children from serious personal inju ry 
or serious illness resulting from handling, using, or ingesting 
controlled substances, legend drugs and other poten tially harmful 
medicinal agents dispensed for animal use that is i n a dosage 
form intended for oral administration shall be disp ensed in 
childproof containers by all practitioners of veter inary 
medicine.  The containers are to be designed and co nstructed to 
be significantly difficult for children under 5 yea rs of age to 
open or obtain a toxic or harmful amount of the sub stance 
contained therein. 
 
 If the substance is dispensed to elderly or handic apped 
clients in households where young children are not present, 
containers must be of impervious nature and must co ntain the 
following additional labeling statement, “This Pack age for 
Households Without Young Children”. 
 
 (6) All veterinarians must comply with Prescriptio n 
Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) requirements. 
 
 (7) All veterinarians providing veterinary drugs a nd 
medicines for resale to veterinary practitioners an d other 
veterinary wholesalers must obtain an Alabama Board  of Pharmacy’s 
Wholesale Veterinary Drug Distributor’s Permit.  
Author:   Alabama State Board of Veterinary Medical Examine rs 
Statutory Authority:   Code of Ala. 1975 , §34-29-69. 
History:  Repealed and New Rule:  Filed December 18, 1997; 
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 (a) Veterinarians are required to earn twenty cred it 
hours of continuing education each year before beco ming eligible 
for license renewal. 
 
 (b) Veterinarians unable to earn credits because o f 
sickness or other justifiable reasons may, at the d iscretion of 
the Board, be granted an extension of time to finis h credit 
hours.  The board may require the hours to be compl eted at a 
later date.  Requests for extension must be made in  writing to 
the Board before the renewal period of license.  Fa ilure to make 
extension request prior to the Board’s last meeting  of the year 
may require a personal appearance before the Board to make such a 
request.  The board may, at its discretion, exempt requirement 
for continuing education in exceptional circumstanc es. 
 
 (c) At the Board’s discretion, non-practicing 
veterinarians over seventy years old may be exempte d from the 
continuing education requirements. 
 
 (d) At the discretion of the Board, credit hours m ay 
be earned as At the discretion of the Board, credit  hours may be 
earned as follows:  One hour of credit for each hou r of 
attendance at an in-depth seminar such as seminars sponsored by 
the AVMA, the AAHA, AAVSB CE Taskforce, State Assoc iation, 
various academies, schools of veterinary medicine, and other 
State Veterinary Associations.  The Board will requ ire twenty 
(20) hours per year be in the area of scientific pr ograms 
approved by the Board, except only a maximum of fiv e (5) hours 
may be given for verifiable audio, video, compendiu m journal and 
computer review per year.  Twenty (20) hours may be  in practice 
management or local or state association business m eetings.  A 
maximum of one (1) hour credit will be given per lo cal or state 
association business meetings.  To be included in t he 20 CE hours 
per year, two (2) credit hours per year in the area  shall be 
Pharmacological review and or law review, all cours es are subject 
to review by the Board. 
 
 (e) Each veterinarian must keep a record of credit  
hours earned and proof of attendance of said hours.   CE audits 
for practicing licensed veterinarians will be condu cted at the 
time of premise evaluation.  Each year he or she wi ll be required 
to certify as to the number of credit hours earned on a form to 
be provided by the Board.  The form will be mailed to each 
veterinarian at the time of annual renewal. 
 
 (f) New graduates do not have to comply with this 
continuing education requirement until the next ful l calendar 
year after graduation. 
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 (2) For Licensed Veterinary Technicians: 
 
 (a) The applicant must verify yearly that he or sh e 
has finished at least eight hours of continuing edu cation during 
the preceding year. 
 
 (b) At the discretion of the Board, credit hours m ay 
be earned as follows:  A minimum of six hours of co ntinuing 
education in scientific programs approved by the Bo ard, the 
remaining two hours may be in verifiable audio, vid eo, compendium 
journal and computer review, or one of the two hour s may be given 
for state or local association meetings. 
 
 (c) Veterinary technicians unable to earn credits 
because of sickness or other justifiable reasons ma y, at the 
discretion of the Board, be granted an extension of  time to 
finish credit hours.  The board may require the hou rs to be 
completed at a later date.  Requests for extension must be made 
in writing to the Board before the renewal period o f license.  
Failure to make extension request prior to the Boar d’s last 
meeting of the year may require a personal appearan ce before the 
Board to make such a request.  The board may, at it ’s discretion, 
exempt requirement for continuing education in exce ptional 
circumstances. 
 
 (d) Hours will be accumulated on a yearly basis fr om 
January to December. 
 
 (e) Each licensed veterinary technician must keep 
record of credit hours earned and proof of attendan ce of said 
hours shall be submitted annually.  Each year he or  she will be 
required to certify as to the number of credit hour s earned on a 
form to be provided by the Board. 
 
 (f) New graduates do not have to comply with this 
continuing education requirement until the next ful l calendar 
year after graduation. 
Author:   Alabama State Board of Veterinary Medical Examine rs 
Statutory Authority:   Code of Ala. 1975 , §34-29-69. 
History:  Repealed and New Rule:  Filed December 18, 1997; 
effective January 22, 1998.  Amended:   Filed November 30, 2004; 
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